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Analyzing Character: Characterization Activity

Method 1: Direct Characterization – the writer directly states what kind of person the character is: sneaky, honest, evil, innocent, etc.

Method 2: Indirect Characterization – the writer implies what kind of person the character is through the following steps:

· Speech – what the character says

· Physical Description – what the character looks like and dresses

· Thoughts – what the character thinks

· Actions – what the character does

· Other Characters – what other characters in the story say or think about the focal character
We will use the story “Little Pink Riding Hood” to help us determine character traits to describe the main character.

“Little Pink Riding Hood” (LPRH)
Little Pink Riding Hood loved to wear pink clothes. That is why she really liked her special coat. One day she put on her coat. She picked up a basket of food for her grandmother. Her grandmother was sick. 

Little Pink Riding Hood loved her grandmother. She especially liked how her grandmother always sent her cards, even when it wasn’t a special day. “You make me feel special, grandma,” she said every time she saw her. “You are special!” grandma would say.

Little Pink Riding Hood walked through the woods. She ate some of the cookies she made, which she had baked and covered with pink icing. While she was eating a cookie, she met a wolf. The wolf asked her where she was going. She said, “I am taking food to my grandmother. Would you like a cookie? He thanked her but told her he did not like cookies. The wolf said she was a very sweet child. She smiled. He asked where her grandmother lived. She told him that she did not have good map skills but that it was a place she could always find by looking for pink. It’s a pink house. “My grandma painted it pink to make me happy.”

“I wish someone cared that much about me,” the wolf said, but then he thought to himself that Little Pink Riding Hood was probably spoiled rotten.

· Speech – what the character says

LPRH is appreciative. I can tell that she is appreciative because in the text LPRH says to her grandmother, “You make me feel special, grandma,” every time she saw her grandmother.

· Physical Description – what the character looks like and dresses

LPRH is particular/selective/picky about her clothes. I can tell she is particular/selective/picky because the text says she loves to wear pink clothes, and she really liked her special coat.
· Thoughts – what the character thinks

The wolf is polite. I can tell that he is polite because even though he said he wished someone cared for him as much as LPRH’s grandmother cared for her, he thought to himself that LPRH was spoiled.
· Actions – what the character does

LPRH is kind/thoughtful. I can tell that she is kind/thoughtful because the text says that she made cookies for her sick grandmother and because she treated the wolf kindly even though wolves have a reputation for being bad.

· Other Characters – what other characters in the story say or think about the character
LPRH is lovable. I know that she is lovable because her grandmother said she was special and treated LPRH as someone she cared about (loved).
Now that you know what characterization is, you will complete a characterization activity on yourself.  

Each statement below requires you to 1) use a word to describe yourself and 2) then explain how someone knows you are that (describing word) based on the method of characterization listed.

WHAT THE CHARACTER SAYS: Speech
I would describe myself as __________________. You can tell that I am __________________ when I say things like: 
WHAT THE CHARACTER LOOKS LIKE: Physical Description

I would describe my physical appearance as ______________________ (adj.) because:
WHAT THE CHARACTER THINKS: Thoughts

I would describe myself as _____________________ (adj.). I know that I am __________________ when I think (say to yourself in your mind) things like: 
WHAT THE CHARACTER DOES: Actions

I would describe myself as ______________________. I know that I am ____________________ when I do things like: 
WHAT OTHER CHARACTERS THINK OR SAY ABOUT THE CHARACTER:

Others would describe me as _______________________. They believe that I am _______________ because:
